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Theatre in/fand Modern Chinese Society
Instructor: Shih-Lung Lo
1. Course Overview

The course suggests 12 reading themes of modern Chinese theatre. We will read
passages selected from modern and contemporary plays, including the original texts as
well as their adaptations or rewritings presented in different genres such as novel, film
or xiqu (traditional Chinese opera). Students are expected to observe the modern
Chinese society and its transformations in these works, and how the authors depict and
interpret the manners in the Chinese communities. “All the world’s a stage,” the famous
line of Shakespeare can find its echoes in the Chinese modern theatre. Through the
reading of plays — not only the words assigned to characters but also a reading between
the lines — students are encouraged to give a critical thinking of the human nature and
the interactions between social roles which are elaborated by theatre language and
other forms concerned. Students will be able to envision and realize the Chinese social
environment, as well as the historical and political contexts revealed by these literary
works.
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2. Teaching Methods

Lectures and discussions
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3. Weekly Syllabus
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4. Grading Breakdown

Participation A2 21 A 2 27 1 20%
Assignment 2 & T % : 20%
Oral-presentation v gg3F 2 : 20%
Quizzes S ¥ P15 1 20%

Final Exam # % 4 & 1 20%

5. Course Readings and Bibliography
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